President’s Letter
Dear Neighbors,
As I write this, it was about a week ago that we had
our annual neighborhood picnic. And I have to say,
I think we must be living right! After a long rainy
week, the weather turned and was perfect! Many
thanks to Sara and Drew Oliver for planning the
picnic. It was wonderful! Also thank you all who
helped by bringing side dishes, setting up, cleaning
up, picking up cones, etc. Joy Payne’s detailed list
and organization skills help to keep our annual
picnic literally “a picnic in the park!”
Lots of people were able to be there. It was nice to
reconnect with ones we know and visit with those
we haven’t had the opportunity to meet yet. The
potluck dishes were as delicious as always and
someone remarked that we should have a
neighborhood cookbook. If anyone has the energy
and know how to produce a cookbook, please let me
know. All the dishes were cookbook worthy!
During the picnic we also toasted a few individuals
for their hard work and celebrated the removal of
the tennis courts to make room for a future
sculpture garden. I sincerely believe that the
resolution of our decade’s long struggle concerning
the Kirkwood property was better than we could
have dreamed. The Grande Dame of Rockhill will
be restored to a beautiful home and the surrounding
plot of land will be beautiful for now and a
sculpture park later. So again, thank you Marshall
Miller, Jim Wanser, Galen Mussman and Bill
Berkley for working years and thousands of hours
on behalf of our beloved Rockhill neighborhood.
With that behind us, is there anything you would
like for the board or me to address, work on or
improve? We want to hear from you. A lot of us
feel we live in the best neighborhood in KC but if
we are missing something, please let us know.

Fall 2018
You may call or email me or attend a board
meeting. They are the second Tuesday of the month
and alternate between board member’s homes.
Or if you can think of fun events we should
organize, please share your ideas. I am hoping to
see a lot of our younger neighbors come to our door
on Halloween. Maybe someone could organize a
fun Halloween party?! Or how about a progressive
New Year’s Eve party?! It would be a much safer
and I think a more fun way to ring in the New Year!
Wouldn’t it be nice to get together more than once a
year!
I recently read this quote and thought it is very true.
“You never forget the neighborhood kids you grew
up with.” I know our daughters feel this way, and I
believe most “Rockhillians” will fondly remember
all neighbors as we come and go.
Enjoy the Fall weather, the Chiefs and all our area
has to offer!
Jamie Closson
694-9409
jamiec@kansascityhomes.com

Get your Rockhill baseball cap for only $15 from
Linda Tabory at Ltabory@gmail.com.
Monogrammed polo shirts can be ordered for $22
each by contacting Karen Moninger in September
at kmoninger@gmail.com.
Extra Rockhill directories are available for $5 from
Jeffie Mussman at jeffiemussman@gmail.com.

Did You Know?
The Sanders house was originally William Rockhill
Nelson’s guest house and was built in 1901
without a kitchen. Meals were brought in from
the “Big House”. When a kitchen was added in
1907, the walls were insulated with newspaper!

Rockhill & Short Term Rentals
The Board of the Rockhill Homes Association
unanimously opposes short term rentals in the
neighborhood. However, under the new city
ordinance, they are permitted if the property owner
has met conditions outlined in the ordnance, made
application and been licensed by the Kansas City
Planning and Development Department. In a
historic district such as ours, a short term rental,
which is defined as a rental of less than 30
consecutive days, can be licensed through the
Special Use Permit process. The special use
permitting process represents the highest threshold
of requirements in the licensing of a short term
rental. The full outline of the new city ordinances
on short term rentals can be found at

Rockhill Executive Board on September 9 to share
resources and answer questions about security. She
says our greatest strength is that we communicate
with each other. For example, when we see a
suspicious person knocking on doors, we notify our
neighbors to let them know. Sticken says we should
also call her office (759-6313) to report any
suspicious activity so the police department can
track frequency and location of these occurrences.
You can also call that number and request a free
security walk-through of your house. Call the
Community Interaction office, same number as
above, to request the Crime Prevention through
Environmental Design (CPED) survey if you are in
the Central Patrol district. Neighbors south of
Cleaver can call Metro Patrol, 581-0700.

Meet the Neighbors

http://kcmo.gov/planning/short-term-rentals/ Any
violations of the short term rental ordinances should
be reported to 311 and will be investigated by the
City’s compliance inspectors. Submitted by Jim Wanser

A big, warm welcome to:
Nina Marie Hart, born on 6/27/18 to parents
Angela and Anthony Hart
Charlotte Grace Turner, born on 7/14/18 to
parents Audrey and Rob Turner
Sabine Aubrey Lapping, born on 8/14/18 to
parents Jocelyn Diehl-Lapping and Jack
Lapping

Our Strength
If you’ve ever had the sense that you live in a
bubble, Central Patrol’s Holly Sticken, will be glad
to verify that for you. According to Officer Sticken,
Rockhill’s crime numbers are consistently lower
than any surrounding area. Holly met with the

Brayden Wilbeck and his son, Miles (age 9 yrs.)
moved to their home on Cleaver Blvd five years
ago. Since then their family has grown to include
Jill Boland, Parker Monroe Wilbeck (age 9 mos.),
and Oliver (a Yorkie). Brayden works for Garmin
as a computer engineer and Jill is employed by
IAAO as a Senior Membership Manager. Their
favorite things about living here are walking the
neighborhood to enjoy the great character of the
houses and beautiful trees, and fishing in Brush
Creek.

MOVABLE FEAST: A NIGHT OUT
WITH HEMINGWAY
Historic Kansas City (HKC) is a strong advocate for
historic neighborhoods throughout Kansas City and
continues to be an essential partner in the
preservation of Rockhill. HKC and the National
Trust were essential to the resolution of differences
with the Nelson-Atkins and continue to be
represented on the Stewardship Committee that
fosters constructive dialogue between the Nelson
and the neighborhoods.

So consider supporting their signature event on
October 12th at Union Station with the Honorary
Chairs Charlotte Kemper and David & Cathi
Brain. The event celebrates the Hemingway years
in Kansas City with great food and music, as well as
a trolley tour of the places that Hemingway
frequented while in K.C. The 2018 "I'm a
Preservationist" winners will also be showcased. A
fun and full evening!
For more information, tickets or a donation, please
go to: historickansascity.org
Hope to see you at the party!
Submitted by Jim Wanser

Rockhill Annual Picnic, 2018

The Winter Rockhill Newsletter will be distributed in January. If you have information to share, or notices of
recognition or events, please send them to kmoninger@gmail.com.

