President’s Letter

Fall 2019

Happy Fall Dear Neighbors!
As I write this, it is the first day of Autumn.
In one way, summer flew by and on the
other hand, it seems so long ago that I
wished you a happy summer. I hope it was a
fun and carefree summer for you.
It was so nice to see a lot of you at our
annual picnic on September 8th. Eric and
Jenni Mann did an exceptional job of
organizing it for us. Many thanks to the
Manns and to everyone who helped Eric and
Jenni and to those who brought delicious
side dishes. We missed those who had other
plans and couldn’t come. Hopefully, there
will be another chance to get together before
the next picnic.
Speaking of that, please share any ideas for
events you would like to have in our
neighborhood. Also please don’t hesitate to
add ideas for our next picnic. Or even better,
if you would like to chair or help with a
“Social Committee”, please let me know.
We are a closeknit, small neighborhood and
I feel we truly care about each other and
would like more opportunities to get
together.
Jokes about bad neighbors are not hard to
find, but true stories about good neighbors
are even more abundant. The word neighbor
or neighborhood as in “like a good
neighbor” (State Farm Insurance), NextDoor
Neighbor (website where neighbors can help
each other) and Mr. Roger’s quote “It’s a
Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood” all are
about trust and caring for those close by.
Rockhill is our own little village with lots of
folks who look out for each other and want
to help anyway they can.

And this leads me to talk to you about our
Community Officers with KCPD. Did you
know that at least one officer attends our
board meetings every month? They give
input and suggestions and listen to our
concerns. An important goal of the
Community Officers and all of the police
department is good customer service.
For instance, I reached out to Officer
Sticken concerning a property’s location for
a young woman client. Not being familiar
with the area myself, I asked how the young
woman could find out about crime in that
location. Officer Sticken immediately
responded with a link to CrimeReports.com
and copied Officer Marquez on the email
asking for his thoughts. The area in question
is Officer Marquez’s division and he would
know firsthand about the area. During our
phone conversation, he was very honest with
me about the problems in the area which I
passed on to my client.
Our neighborhood is split between two
Police Divisions, the Central Division and
the Metro Division. However, if there is a
call, any nearby officer will be sent
regardless of their division. We are lucky in
the fact that we have four Community
Interaction Officers. Below is their contact
information. They are quick to respond to all
of my emails and are a wonderful source for
any concern or question.
Central Patrol Division
Officer Andy Hamil
816-759-6313
andrew.hamil@kcpd.org

Officer Holly Sticken
816-234-5510
holly.sticken@kcpd.org
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Metro Patrol Division
Officer Richard Marquez
816-581-0722
mpd_community@kcpd.org
Officer Bryan Masterson
816-581-0715
mpd_community@kcpd.org

The link I mentioned, CrimeReport.com, is
very easy to use and shows reported crimes
and what type they are. You can filter by
area, date and so on. After zooming out and
seeing the density of crime in other areas, it
is good to know that Rockhill has relatively
very little crime. Not only is it Rockhill with
few crime markers on the map but UMKC,
the Nelson, the Kauffman Foundation areas
look good as well. My opinion is that
neighbors keeping an eye out for each other
and also our security patrol and other
security services around us contribute to our
somewhat insulated pocket against crime. I
don’t want to jinx it, but the facts don’t lie.
Please be especially careful at the
intersection of Rockhill and Cleaver. Just
like we learned from our parents and in
kindergarten, look both ways! We have
voiced our concerns on KCPD’s web site,
311 and thanks to Ramaa Bhasin, to PIAC.
Hopefully, something can be done to
alleviate the accidents occurring there.
Stay safe and hope to see you soon,
Jamie Closson
President, Rockhill Homes Association
816-694-9409
jamiec@kansascityhomes.com

Kim Severinsen and Tyler Ryan are so new
to our neighborhood that, at the time of this
writing, they haven’t even moved in yet, but
you can expect these two to appear at 4456
Rockhill Ter any day now. Kim works as
VP of Intellectual Property for Korn Ferry
and Tyler is Operational Excellence
Manager for CEVA. Kim originates from
New Zealand while Tyler grew up in Milan,
MO. Their most recent home before coming
to Rockhill was Dallas. Their favorite
pastimes include fitness, football, dining and
travel. If you see them out walking their
dog, Witten, a whippet, be sure to say
Welcome to Rockhill! (Their Burmese cat,
Dak, will likely be found at home)

A little news about midtown...
by Jim Wanser
Greetings neighbors. With my interest in
historic preservation (Historic Kansas City)
and civic involvement at City Hall (Public
Improvement Advisory Committee), I
wanted to share some happenings in our
midtown community.
The Katz Drug Store building (Skaggs,
Osco) at Main and Westport Road will soon
be on the market. The iconic art deco
building is currently owned by Reedemerer
Church who is looking for a preservation
minded buyer who will preserve this

community treasure for those who
appreciate architecture and our collective
sense of place.
Nordstrom is beginning work on their new
Plaza store. Considerable preliminary work
is needed to relocate utilities on Jefferson
Street since the new store will utilize one of
the traffic lanes. The intersection of 47th and
Jefferson will also be updated. Historic
Kansas City was invited to review and
comment on the design of the new store
hoping to meld contemporary retail branding
with the context of the Plaza.
The Jack Henry building on 47th Street in
the Plaza is also slated for a major
makeover. The 40 million dollar project by
Drake Development maintains the mass and
scale of the building, while opening the first
and second floors for restaurants and
entertainment businesses. If approved at
City Hall, construction could start within the
next few months. At Historic Kansas City,
we continue to be vigilant about the Seventh
Church of Christ next door to the Jack
Henry building. Developers have expressed
interest in demolition of this historic original
part of the Plaza.
Citywide, there has been considerable
controversy about permitting infill houses
being built on 25 foot lots, with a particular
focus on historic neighborhoods. Many lots
were originally plotted for homes on 25 foot
lots, but current City zoning requires a
minimum of 30 feet. City Planning has been
approving infill on 25 foot lots, which
typically results in tall narrow houses
several feet from adjacent neighbors. The
City seeks to change the zoning code so that
it is in compliance with their practice.
The Westport Area Plan will soon be
officially incorporated into the Midtown
Plaza Area Plan, a significant and important
milestone for Westport. The process of
providing greater protection for historic
Westport, while allowing for future growth

in the area, was initiated by Councilwoman
Shields and Historic Kansas City in
response/opposition to the OPUS project,
the LARGE building being built at
Broadway and Westport Road.
And for you baseball fans, Historic Kansas
City obtained a grant from the National
Trust for Historic Preservation to enclose
and stabilize the Satchel Paige home, thus
saving it for future use in the historic Santa
Fe neighborhood.
All for now...

Congratulations to:
Marshall Miller for receiving the prestigious
Lincoln Award. Pictured below are Dan,
Danielle, Melanie, Jon, Kathleen and
Marshall with their 1941 Lincoln
Continental Brunn Town Car.

PROMOTING PASSION,
a nod to Todi Hughes
As some people may know, the original
Plaza Art Fair was established 1932-1939 by
Mrs. Hal Gaylord, “organized to bolster
artists caught in the pinch of depression
economy.” Everything from meat and
potatoes, cheese, furniture or a sandwich
was used to barter for art. One exhibitor
traded a small landscape in oil for 40 rose
bushes; another traded 300 Christmas cards
for 3 yards of silk (Kansas City Times, June
16, 1950). What most people don’t know is

that this Plaza Art Fair was interrupted by
WWII and was not immediately resumed.
In 1947, upon graduating UC Berkeley, Todi
Jackson Hughes sailed to England to further
her art education. Effects of war were
evident everywhere, even as she returned to
her native Kansas City. Difficulties of the
time included a post war economy and gas
rationing; not surprisingly, every day needs
took precedence over art appreciation. Todi,
along with artist Arthur Kraft and other
friends, felt that a rejuvenation of art could
help heal the wounds of war. Wondering
how best to go about it, Todi suggested they
initiate an art fair based on one she enjoyed
while in college at Berkeley.
The Mid-America Artist Association agreed
to sponsor the 3-day event, chaired by Todi
and staged in a parking lot on the Country
Club Plaza. The date was set for July 4, 5
and 6, 1950. As enthusiasm got under way,
news of the upcoming art fair stoked
memories of the bartering artists of the ‘30s.
In addition to inviting artists to register-everyone was welcome who could pay the
$2 fee-- it was necessary to dream up ways
to get people interested in coming to see the
art. To this effect, the fair hosted a
community square dance, puppet shows and
magic act. Additionally, 18 artists donated
work for an art auction, with proceeds split
between artists and an upcoming regional
exhibit to be held at the (then) Nelson
Gallery of Art. Thanks to Todi’s father and
his printing company, ideas and advertising
flourished.
To help promote the event, Arthur Kraft
costumed himself as the Man from Jupiter,
tossing promotional flying saucers from
Todi’s convertible. The discs were both an
invitation and an opportunity to win prizes.
The point of the art fair wasn’t just to sell
art; it was a celebration of creativity and
community. One hundred and fifteen artists
joined the 1950 event, all making their own

booths from chicken wire, bedspreads or
dining room drapes. A sign, ‘Starvation
Sale’, informed prospective customers of
bargain sales in one booth, as art demos,
portraiture and creative offerings inspired
additional fun for everyone. After 3
evenings, this first Plaza Art Fair ‘revival’
brought over 3,000 people to see and engage
with art.

On the last night of the fair, 2 colored
drawings by Walt Disney sold for $150, the
largest sale of the fair.
Today, the Plaza Art Fair covers 9 blocks
and welcomes over 250,000 people.
Contributed by Laurel Hughes
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The Winter edition of the Rockhill Times will be distributed in
December. If you have information to share, or notices of
recognition or events, please send them to
kmoninger@gmail.com

