
        

     Winter 2019

Happy 2019 Everyone! I hope you all made 

it through the last weekend’s snow storm 

without any incidences and could simply 

enjoy the beauty of it. I don’t think there is 

another neighborhood that looks as gorgeous 

covered in snow!  

Less than a week ago, I didn’t have anything 

to say in this newsletter. Things changed 

quickly though. Although I have sent you an 

email concerning two developments, here is 

a recap.  

The first news is that the Kirkwood property 

will be purchased by the back-up offer the 

Nelson received. Luckily, these buyers stuck 

around and quickly went to being the 

official buyer after the first buyer and the 

Nelson cancelled their contract. The new 

buyer is a local person(s) and will hopefully 

close very soon. It was a shame the house 

had to sit almost a year in limbo waiting on 

the first buyer to clear the red tape and try to 

satisfy some contract issues to his liking. 

But as an optimist, I always think things 

work out for the best. I can’t wait to see the 

rebirth of the beautiful old house, and I 

know you can’t either.  

Second is the news about the Goldsworthy 

Project planned for this spring. It will start 

on the “Sculpture Park East” (formerly the 

grounds of the tennis club). From there it 

will literally move across Rockhill  

Road and continue on the Nelson grounds. 

Rockhill Road is scheduled to be closed 

approximately at 45th Street, May 12th to 

June 3rd. I have been told that Andy 

Goldsworthy is a giant in the art world and 

that we are very lucky he will be doing his 

project here. It may be an inconvenience 

with the temporary street closure and more 

traffic in our neighborhood, but I feel it will 

showcase our neighborhood as a great place 

to live where cool things are happening.    

Speaking of showcasing our neighborhood 

and the value of it, the real estate market in 

Rockhill had a very good year! Telling one 

of our neighbors that I had no news to share 

in the newsletter, he suggested that I put on 

my other hat and share the market stats for 

Rockhill. He said everyone loves to hear 

how the real estate market is doing in their 

neighborhood, and I think he is right. We 

had 7 properties come on the market in 

2018, four of which sold, 2 are pending and 

1 is active. The sold prices range from 

$305,000 to $665,000. I feel the number of 

homes that went on and off the market prove 

that we live in a very desirable 

neighborhood. Yes, we know that but so do 

others!  

We attract all kinds of individuals. I am 

amazed at how many talented artists or their 

relatives live or have lived in Rockhill. And 

I am very impressed with the art collections 

many neighbors have too. Not only do we 

have art lovers and talented artists in our 

neighborhood, we draw many physicians 

and other professions to our area. One 

neighbor describes us as “DocHill” instead 

of Rockhill. There is not one reason people 

want to live here but multiple reasons. The 

architecture, the history, the location are 

some of the reasons. But one reason that 

people don’t realize until after they move in 

is that the neighbors make Rockhill the best 

neighborhood in Kansas City.    

Many of us exchange holiday gifts and cards 

and others host events, dinners, and parties. 

We also help each other. Whether it is 
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watching out for each other’s property, 

shoveling snow from several neighbors’ 

walks or taking food to a neighbor who is 

recovering from a loss or illness, we truly 

care and look out for each other.  

Last but not least are the neighbors who 

spend countless hours working on behalf of 

the neighborhood. Board Members, Special 

Chairs, and other neighbors attend meetings, 

write letters, take notes, negotiate on our 

behalf, do the bookkeeping, and put together 

this newsletter. Thank you to everyone in 

Rockhill; YOU make it the best 

neighborhood in Kansas City!  

 

Jamie Closson 

694-9409 

jamiec@kansascityhomes.com 

 

 

 

Did You Know? 

 

The Rockhill neighborhood was created as 

the Rockhill Estate and managed as such 

with numerous amenities available for the 

residents. Many of the houses did not have 

garages and when car ownership became 

part of the households in the ‘20s and ‘30s, 

Mr. Nelson established a garage where cars 

were stored and serviced and delivered when 

the owners called for them. It was a large, 

low rock building on the land which is now 

the Kauffman Memorial Garden. John 

DeLuca and his wife managed the garage. 

Also, part of the operation was Mr. Jones 

and his taxi. A wiry little old man with a 

vintage Buick sedan redolent with the smell 

of cigars, Mr. Jones often used his taxi to 

take the neighborhood kids to school. 

Libby Irwin Gordon, RHA Historian 

The Spring edition of the Rockhill Times will 

be distributed in early April. If you have 

information to share, or notices of 

recognition or events, please send them to 

kmoninger@gmail.com 

 

 

 

New Neighbors! 

We have several new neighbors since 

the last edition of The Rockhill Times. 

Please make them feel welcome to their 

new home! They are as follows: 

Randall & Jerry Behrmann, 4622 

Campbell 

Patrick Bliven and Brenna Spurgeon, 

4464 Rockhill Ter. 

Alex and Katy Tripp, with son, Owen, 

4500 Campbell 

Maureen Connor, 711 E. Emanuel 

Cleaver Blvd. 
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Rockhill & Historic Protection for the 

Plaza 

This is a call to action. Over the years, the 

historic fabric of the Plaza has been slowly 

disappearing. It is under immediate threat 

due to “bottom line” driven development 

decisions that compromise the character of 

the Plaza by ignoring established city policy. 

 

An immediate implementation measure of 

the Midtown/Plaza Area Plan in 2016 was to 

codify the recommendations of the “Bowl 

Concept” as an ordinance, rather than as a 

guideline. In 2016, a portion of the “Bowl 

Concept” was implemented through a 

zoning amendment that includes part of the 

“base of the bowl”, essentially what 

Highwoods/Taubman owns. It caps the 

height in this area at 45 feet and restricts 

unwanted uses. A second expansion of the 

“Bowl Concept” was adopted along Main 

Street in 2018, with varied height/use 

restrictions. Councilwoman Shields has 

introduced an ordinance that will protect the 

47th Street corridor through a third 

expansion of the “Bowl Concept”. The 

Board of the Rockhill Homes Association 

has joined six other area neighborhoods, as 

well as Taubman and the majority of the 

property owners in the overlay, in support of 

this ordinance.  The ordinance has no effect 

on existing buildings or those development 

plans that have already been approved, only 

future development. 

 

See details on locations, heights and uses: 

https://www.historickansascity.org/wpconten

t/uploads/2019/01/CD-CPC-2018-

00159_CPC_stfrpt_11_20_2018.pdf   

 

How you can help: 

1) Attend the hearing before the City 

Plan Commission on Tuesday, 

February 5 at City Hall, 26th floor. 

2) Can’t attend the hearing??? Send a 

letter of support to 

Patty.Noll@kcmo.org. See example 

letter here: 

https://www.historickansascity.org/w

p-content/uploads/2019/01/Plaza-

Bowl-FormLetter_template.pdf   

3) Support this effort - become a 

member of HKC: 

https://www.historickansascity.org/m

emberships/   

4) Join HKC or FOP on Facebook to 

show your support and stay 

informed. 

 

Rockhill has always been a respected 

preservation voice at City Hall and your 

support for this very important ordinance is 

essential to protect the historic fabric of the 

Plaza that we know and love. Thank you for 

your support! 

 

Jim Wanser 

 

                      
 

Neighborhood Watch Program? 

 

In October, I attended an informational 

session at the Central Patrol offices of the 

Kansas City police department to learn 

about their Neighborhood Watch program. 

Officer Holly Sticken informed us that a 

Watch program can be organized to suit the 

needs of a neighborhood. All it takes is two 

or more individuals who want to make a 

difference in providing additional security 

for the neighborhood. The program could 

consist of drive arounds, walk arounds, 

phoning neighbors, all of the above, or 

whatever level of support the participants 

can offer. While many of us already keep 

watch and report suspicious activity, this 

program would take that effort to a new 

level. If you are interested in starting up a 

Neighborhood Watch program in Rockhill 

contact kmoninger@gmail.com.

https://www.historickansascity.org/wpcontent/uploads/2019/01/CD-CPC-2018-00159_CPC_stfrpt_11_20_2018.pdf
https://www.historickansascity.org/wpcontent/uploads/2019/01/CD-CPC-2018-00159_CPC_stfrpt_11_20_2018.pdf
https://www.historickansascity.org/wpcontent/uploads/2019/01/CD-CPC-2018-00159_CPC_stfrpt_11_20_2018.pdf
https://www.historickansascity.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Plaza-Bowl-FormLetter_template.pdf
https://www.historickansascity.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Plaza-Bowl-FormLetter_template.pdf
https://www.historickansascity.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Plaza-Bowl-FormLetter_template.pdf
https://www.historickansascity.org/memberships/
https://www.historickansascity.org/memberships/


 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Snow provokes responses that reach 
right back to childhood. 

 
                                 Andy Goldsworthy 

 
 

           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 


