
 

                   

                  President’s Letter   

      

Hello Dear Neighbors, 
 

First of all, it was great to see so many of 

you at the picnic last Sunday! What a 

fantastic turnout and especially so 

considering the cold temps! But like 

neighbor Mary Carey said, “Sometimes the 

worst weather provides the best memories.” 

Several new neighbors came and were able 

to meet people they otherwise would not 

have had the chance to meet and vice versa. 

It is safe to say everyone enjoyed the 

delicious sack meals from André's. André’s 

was so nice to give everyone their choice of 

what they wanted. It was a lot of sacks to 

prepare! 

  

I don’t have much news since emails go out 

when there is something new to share. But I 

am happy to fill you in on some exciting 

news that you may not know about three 

houses in the neighborhood.  
  

First were the two Pierce Avenue houses 

selling to people who will actually live in 

and love the houses. It has been a long-time 

wish that the last remaining institution-

owned houses be returned to owner-

occupied homes. We are thrilled to welcome 

the two new couples to Rockhill! 
 

Second is an exciting story about saving a 

house and becoming its next good steward. I 

imagine most of you have wondered why 

the yellow house on the corner of Rockhill 

and Emanuel Cleaver, 4701 Rockhill, looks 

neglected, and wished someone would do  

 

 

 

something about it. It is at the unofficial 

entrance to our beautiful neighborhood and 

is what the public sees first. And it is also of 

important historic significance for Rockhill. 

It is the original farmhouse that stood alone 

before the neighborhood was developed by 

William Rockhill Nelson. It is said to be not 

only on the National Historic Register but 

also on the Local Historic Register. 

Research is under way by the new owner to 

determine if that is correct. 
 

A lot of people have lived in more than one 

house in Rockhill during their lifetime. 

Patricia Cleary Miller is one of them. Her 

parents and her family lived in the landmark 

corner house from 1950 to the early 70’s. 

Patricia remembers the red house (yes, red) 

as very well kept and maintained. For 

instance, her mother would ensure that the 

big front porch was swept every other day 

by Patricia and her sister Cathy. 
 

Patricia has watched the house deteriorate 

under the last couple of owners and had a 

wish to “save it.” With the help of Jim 

Wanser and the Historic Kansas City 

Foundation, the house was put on the 

endangered watch list. This gave the owner 

reason to consider selling it. It took some 

convincing, but the out-of-state owner 

decided it was too much for him to renovate 

himself. Patricia jumped in and closed on 

the home October 21st.  

  

There is much work to do but Patricia is 

beyond excited to tackle the job. Having 
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known Patricia for many years, I can 

honestly say she has more gumption than 

anyone I know. It will be thrilling to see the 

improvements happening very soon. We all 

owe Patricia a huge “Thank You”!!! 
 

Jamie Closson, 

Rockhill Homes Association President 

jamiec@kansascityhomes.com 

816-694-9409 

 

 

 

Institutional Ownership of 

Residential Properties 
by Jim Wanser 

 

As a great midtown neighborhood, next to 

some of the most important institutions in 

the City, Rockhill and adjacent 

neighborhoods have frequently seen 

residential properties purchased for 

institutional use. At various points in time, 

in the not too distant past, UMKC owned 

fifteen residential properties in the 

neighborhood, the Nelson owned seven and 

the Kauffman Foundation owned five. In a 

homes association of about 100 properties, 

the impact has been significant. Over the 

years we have consistently asked these 

intuitions to return these homes to private 

ownership. It is encouraging to report that 

institutional ownership of homes in Rockhill 

is the lowest it has been in decades and we 

appreciate the leadership that has responded 

to neighborhood concerns. 
 

Thirty years ago UMKC had a change in 

their Master Plan and they divested of all 

Rockhill properties, but only after the full 

demolition of the Trolley barn neighborhood 

between Cleaver and Volker. About ten years 

ago the Kauffman Foundation had a change 

in leadership which also resulted in 

relinquishing ownership of the five houses 

they had acquired. And the Nelson has 

reduced their residential ownership by three, 

leaving the four houses on 45th street under 

institutional ownership. Strong 

neighborhood leadership, support from our 

civic leaders, good area plans (Cultural 

District Plan/ Midtown Plaza Area Plan) and 

historic preservation efforts have resulted in 

a stronger Rockhill through individual home 

ownership. 
 

Other area institutions have also divested of 

residential properties. Several years ago, 

Rockhurst returned several blocks of homes 

to private ownership. The Kansas City Art 

Institute has promised to return two homes 

(Mineral Hall & 4520 Oak) to single family 

use. The recent and unopposed demolition 

of the Baty House on the campus of the Art 

Institute and support of the zoning change 

needed for the DeBruce building, was a 

compromise on the part of the 

neighborhoods in exchange for the return of 

the two houses on Oak Street to private 

ownership for single family use. 
 

Our friends at UMKC have been slow to 

embrace this trend. They own about 175 

homes just south of the University and have 

a history of challenging relationships with 

surrounding neighborhood associations. 

Home owners in the neighborhood have an 

ever changing 'new neighbor', and the 

University reports that at any one time, 30% 

of their properties are unoccupied. 

Surrounding neighborhood associations 

would like to see the University get out of 

the rental business and return the houses to 

private ownership. 
 

Great neighborhoods and great institutions 

can have a supportive and productive 

relationship. With mutual respect, an 

understanding of true collaboration, and a 

spirit of compromise, we will fully realize 

our shared goals of vibrancy, stability and 

safety. 
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Meet the Neighbors 
 

Randall and Jerry Behrmann moved to Rockhill 

one and a half years ago from Oklahoma after 

Randall retired from 27 years in the Army 

Medical Corps. Jerry is a retired executive 

assistant for a Japanese-based technology firm. 

Together they raised six children and now enjoy 

20 grandchildren. Jerry currently serves as 

kindergarten room mother for one of those 

grandkids. They keep busy with other volunteer 

work as well. Randall volunteers for the Great 

Plains Technology Center and as a Scout Master 

while Jerry volunteers for her church and for 

JustServe.org. Together they enjoy the many 

parks and trails around the Rockhill 

neighborhood and appreciate our beautiful 

location, the close-knit community, and their 

proximity to family. Please welcome Randall 

and Jerry Behrmann! 

 

 

Little Boys 

Kansas City. Three Years Old 

 

Across Pierce Street the boys run run run, 

climb over rock walls,  

shinny up tree trunks,  

hang by their knees from low branches, 

make guns out of sticks,  

make forts under spirea bushes,  

don’t have to go inside to go potty,  

never get their socks wet. 

Mother falls asleep during my nap – I can 

cross Pierce Street. I can run run run. 

By Patricia Cleary Miller 
 

reprinted with permission from Can You Smell the 

Rain? KCMO: BKMK Press, University of Missouri-

Kansas City, 2020. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Editor’s note: Google “kcq pierce” to view a recent 

video and article created by the Kansas City Star 

about Pierce Avenue/Street. 
 

The Winter edition of the Rockhill Times will be 

distributed in January. If you have information 

to share, or notices of recognition or events, 

please send them to kmoninger@gmail.com 

mailto:kmoninger@gmail.com


 

Annual Picnic 2020 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(who are these people?!) 

  

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 


